
STREAMS OF CONSCIOUSNESS 
 
I have reviewed the project “Streams of Consciousness” by David Fletcher. These 
are my observations. This is an interesting political landscape idea. It is quiet, well 
considered and well executed from a technical and artistic standpoint. The 
newspaper cuttings, which are richly resourced, provide a level of explanatory 
power. There is a coherence to the body of work, which is also helpful. However, 
there are aspects of the project that I feel I miss. First, while I like the stream idea, I 
feel too much effort might have been placed on stylistic repetition, sometimes at the 
expense of documentary story-telling. Streams, loughs and rivers do form much of 
the Irish border, but the landscape varies enormously. Staying with out-of-the-way 
streams, without including rivers, gives the impression of a ‘timeless’ romantic rural 
landscape, which, for much of the region, it is not. I would have wished to see 
something of the human impact on the landscape, which if we go back to the 1970s 
and the work of Fay Godwin, she was so keen to include. Her voice was influential. 
Finally, the newspaper cuttings are valuable, but I feel they are a little inaccessible 
for the reader as they are presented. What are they saying? Could we extract quotes 
or summarise some of the common themes in order to make the work more 
readable? Finally, a map indicating where the photographs were taken may help the 
reader to understand something of the geography of the work. Two things to add: 
first, while expressing some concerns about the documentary value of the work I 
now recognize that this was not intended as a traditional/story-telling documentary 
project; second, I have had no part in mentoring this work, and had I done so I might 
have sought to steer David Fletcher along a slightly different course. So perhaps it is 
unfair to pass judgement, as portfolio reviews often do, when those judgements are 
nothing more than a set of personal responses to another’s work – responses that 
may be of little value given that the work is complete. However, I certainly feel that 
the project is worth pursuing. 
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