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Overall Comments 
  

The notes in the feedback session are from David F and are an accurate reflection of our 

conversation so there isn’t much for me to add – David W. 

  

Assessment potential 
 

Assignment 1 

  

You may want to get credit for your hard work and achievements with the OCA by 

formally submitting your work for assessment at the end of the module. More and more 

people are taking the idea of lifelong learning seriously by submitting their work for 

assessment but it is entirely up to you. We are just as keen to support you whether you 

study for pleasure or to gain qualifications. Please consider whether you want to put 

your work forward for assessment and let me know your decision when you submit 

Assignment 2. I can then give you feedback on how well your work meets the 

assessment requirements. 

  

 

Feedback on assignment 
Demonstration of technical and Visual Skills, Quality of Outcome, Demonstration of 

Creativity 

  

In advance of the tutorial I supplied to my tutor by email a copy of the portfolio PDF I 
intend to use to obtain a portfolio review. 



 
My tutors first impressions were as follows:  
 
he likes the cutout letters in the title; 
he suggested I use left alignment for the text rather than justified – it makes it easier 
to read; 
there is one place where the paragraph spacing does not look even; 
there is a repetition of the word ‘a’ in the first paragraph of the introduction;  
he likes the quote from Joyce; 
I should check capitalization of titles on the introduction page for consistency. 
 
He had some concern about whiteness of the blank space around newspaper 
cuttings but I explained that this was just the background in the PDF – the printed 
version will be on recycled, off-white paper. 
 
We agreed that the images look a little sterile on screen – that is because they are 
intended to be printed on linen, which softens the image. I have therefore kept them 
fairly sharp and well defined. I could perhaps apply a different treatment to the 
images in the PDF. 
 
I asked the question whether I interpreted correctly what should be included in the 
portfolio – my understanding was that it should only include my final submission for 
Body of Work. The answer was yes. The layout and the text are good and it looks 
professionally done. 
 
I should consider putting page numbers in portfolio (as opposed to the book)? This 
would make it easier for the reviewer to refer to individual images if he/she is not 
doing it face to face. 
 
My tutor asked himself was there enough variety in the stream images? He 
concluded yes. 
 
I expressed two concerns 

1. Is there enough variety? It is a typology but does it need context? My tutor 
responded that he has been working for seven years with a research group 
which makes this kind of image. He has no issues with this as a landscape 
typology with political connotations. Liz Wells or Jem Southam would 
understand the work. Outside that circle a viewer might not get this straight 
away, so the additional textual context is useful. Someone like Guy Moreton 
at Solent University would get on with it well he thought. 

 
. 

2. Newspaper cuttings. I like the additional context but are the newspaper 
cuttings too dense? My tutor felt that they will be skimmed in the portfolio 
review but would be valuable in the book when the reader has more time. It’s 
not about reading all the text but about getting a historical context to the 
pictures. I mentioned my idea of highlighting some parts of the text. My tutor 
said this might work, or perhaps circling, although it might look a bit forced. I 
could try it for BOW A5.  

 



My tutor showed me a copy of a book made by Jem Southam about 10 years ago 
called Clouds Descending, related to a residency at the Lowry under the same 
name. My tutor compared the relationship of Southam’s book to the exhibition with 
that between my photographs and the newspaper cuttings. 
 
Conclusion: the portfolio is fine as it is apart from the technical issues of layout and a 
typing error already mentioned. 
 
 
 

Tutor name  David Wyatt 

Date 28/2/20 

Next assignment due 15/4/20 (although David F expected it to be ready quite a bit 

sooner) 

  

 


